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Shackleton’s Captain
Interviewees

John Thomson

John Bell Thomas was born in Dunedin, New Zealand, in 1931 and is the author of Shackleton’s Captain.  He worked throughout New Zealand as a journalist before travelling to other countries and working on newspapers in Australia, Britain and East Africa. He returned to New Zealand in 1969 and retired from journalism in 1996.

When he first heard the name of Frank Worsley he was disappointed to discover that no book had ever been written about his exceptional fellow-countryman. His research for this biography has taken him around the world.

Pauline Carr

Pauline Carr and her husband Tim circum-navigated the world island in their small engine-less, century-old yacht, Curlew and lived on South Georgia for fourteen years where they were the curators of the Shackleton Museum. Pauline has lectured on many cruise ships and also lectured in Britain, USA and Canada at major venues such as the Royal Geographic Society, Scott Polar Research institute, the American Museum of Natural History, the Smithsonian Institute, National Geographic, etc. Pauline has an excellent knowledge of South Georgia’s coast and anchorages, local weather systems and distribution of wildlife.

Stephen Venables

Stephen Venables, mountaineer, writer, broadcaster and public speaker, was the first Briton to climb Everest without supplementary oxygen. He reached the summit alone, after climbing with a small American-Canadian team, by a new route up the gigantic Kangshung Face. Everest was a thrilling highlight in a career, which has taken Stephen through the Himalaya, from Afghanistan to Tibet, making first ascents of many previously unknown mountains. His adventures have also taken him to the Rockies, the Andes, the Antarctic island South Georgia, East Africa, South Africa and of course the European Alps, where he has climbed and skied for over forty years.

Colin Monteith
Based in Christchurch New Zealand, Colin Monteath is a polar and mountain photographer and writer who is passionate about wild places and expedition travel. Colin has worked in Antarctica for 29 summer seasons. Colin was also in charge of the Scott Base huskies and the training of the Kiwi dog handlers. In 1978, during his third international science expedition to Mount Erebus, Colin made the first descent into the inner crater of the active volcano. Colin has been involved in a number of new routes and first ascents on Antarctic peaks in the Transantarctic Mountains.  Since 1983, Colin has worked as an expedition leader, lecturer and guide for various polar cruise and adventure companies including Aurora Expeditions, Quark Expeditions and Adventure Network International. He has guided numerous peaks on the Antarctic Peninsula and has completed two successful guided crossings of South Georgia on Shackleton's route.

Wendy Dunlop

Wendy Dunlop is a freelance writer based in Christchurch, who, for over a decade has been researching and writing about Frank Worsley. Her work has been published in NZ Geographic, Heritage Magazine, Weekend, Dish, Latitude, various inflight magazines and the Christchurch Press, Star, ODT and NZ Herald.

Baden Norris

Baden has been a collector of books and reader of all the Antarctic classics For 22 years until 1989 he was honorary curator of Antarctic Relics at the Canterbury Museum and one of those museum workers who did much to establish and enlarge the collection. In 1990 he became honorary curator of Antarctic History, and since 2002 has been Emeritus Curator.. In 1963 Baden helped to dig out Scott’s Discovery Hut on the edge of McMurdo Sound, last entered by members of Shackleton’s Ross Sea Aurora party in 1916. 
Michael Smith

Michael Smith is an author and journalist who specialises in the history of Polar exploration. He has written books on Polar history for adult audiences and children, lectured extensively and contributed to a wide range of television and radio programmes, newspapers, magazines and websites. Michael’s first book, An Unsung Hero – Tom Crean Antarctic Survivor (2000) was short-listed for the Banff Mountain Book Festival 2002. His other books are: I Am Just Going Outside – Captain Oates (2002); Sir James Wordie – Polar Crusader (2004); Captain Francis Crozier – Last Man Standing (2006); Tom Crean – An Illustrated Life (2006) was shortlisted for the Irish Published Book of the Year 2007. He has also written two books for children: Tom Crean – Iceman (2003); Shackleton – The Boss (2004). Michael is regular public speaker on Polar history and has given talks at many leading venue
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