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01_Gardenia®Luk Monsaert.jpg For the cast, who thought that
their best days lay behind them,
the show “Gardenia” became the
highlight of their lives.

© Luk Monsaert

02_Gardenia® Luk Monsaert.jpg When Vanessa Van Durme had
her sex-change in her twenties,
people looked at her as a
monster.

© Luk Monsaert

03_Gardenia®© Axel Schneppat.jpg “Gardenia” unexpectedly became
a huge international success: over
200 shows in 25!

© Axel Schneppat

04_Gardenia® Luk Monsaert.jpg Danilo Povolo wanted to get out of
the red light district all his life —
through ,Gardenia“ he finally got
his wish.

© Luk Monsaert

05_Gardenia®© Axel Schneppat.jpg Richard Dierick has been working
as a nurse in the Intensive Care
Unit of a hospital for over 25
years. Being on stage is his
emotional compensation.

© Axel Schneppat

06_Gardenia®© Axel Schneppat.jpg From her early childhood on
Andrea De Laet had the sense
that she was in the wrong body.
After her surgery she finally felt
like herself.

© Axel Schneppat

07_Gardenia® Luk Monsaert.jpg Gerrit Becker lived as a woman for
26 years. His family used to call
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him aunt Sylvia.
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08_Gardenia© Luk Monsaert.jpg

The cast toured together for over
20 years. Now they are coming
home.
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09_Gardenia®© Axel Schneppat.jpg

To the nurse Richard Dierick
being on stage means a good
compensation for his stressful life.
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10_Gardenia®© Axel Schneppat.jpg

Rudy Suwyns was hiding in the
closet all his life. In the age of 68
he started touring with ,Gardenia“
and outed himself as being gay.
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11_Gardenia®© Axel Schneppat.jpg

Director Thomas Wallner
accompanied the cast during their
last shows of ,Gardenia“.
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